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building, so that its capacity has increased in greater
proportion than its architectural beauty; and yet it
still remains for another Lieutenant-Governor to devise
an entrance-hall worthy of the rest of the building.
But on the occasion of the state balls which the
Lieutenant-Governor gives on several suitable dates,
there is certainly a very brilliant coup d'ceil as one
looks through the long vista of the rooms thrown, open
for dancing; and he must be indeed a cynic who cannot
enjoy the cool breeze in the south verandah, or the
comfortable arrangements on the grand and semi-lighted
stone staircase which leads down to the lawn, and to-
the large pavilions in which supper is sometimes pro-
vided, when the time of the year permits. If you are
young, and if you have a heart still at liberty, you
cannot do better than try and lose it amidst the scented
shrubs and plants which surround the cool recesses
and sheltered seats so considerately provided for blushing
maidens and whispering lovers.

Perhaps some of the.most successful entertainments
at Belvedere of late years have been the garden-parties
held in the afternoon, to which the native nobility and.
the most influential and wealthy among the Hindoos,
Mahomedans, Parsees, Moguls, Burmese, and every
other Eastern nationality are invited, in common with
all the English ladies and gentlemen of Calcutta. The
mixture of Oriental and European costume produces
the happiest effect, and exhibits a picturesque scene
which could hardly be matched elsewhere. Native